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THE POLASEK HOUSE, CALDWELL, TEXAS

BUILT IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE 19TH CENTURY, THE HOUSE
WAS ONE OF SEVERAL OWNED BY THE HODDING FAMILY, ONE OF
MANY PROMINENT CZECH FAMILIES IN THE COUNTY. IT WAS RENTED
TO OTHER CZECH FAMILIES OVER THE YEARS, AND VERBAL REPORTS
SUGGEST THAT THE ROOM BEHIND THE LIVING ROOM WAS EVEN
USED AS A SEPARATE RENTAL. THE HOUSE WAS SOLD TO MRS. LILLIE
D. KRAMER IN 1950. BENNIE POLASEK GREW UP IN THE HOUSE, AND
HE AND HIS WIFE, ANNIE PURCHASED IT IN 1993 AND GAVE THE
HOUSE TO THE BURLESON COUNTY CZECH HERITAGE MUSEUM
IN 1996.

SHAW STREET

LOCATION MAP SITE PLAN

SCALE 1:24000

THE HOUSE IS A FIVE-ROOMED WOOD-FRAMED STRUCTURE, WITH
CYPRESS SIDING, WINDOWS AND DOORS. THE 1896 SANBORN MAP
INDICATES A WOOD SHINGLE ROOF, AND SHOWS A PORCH WEST
SIDE. THE INTERIOR HAS PAINTED WOOD WALLS AND CEILING,
THOUGH THE LARGE SOUTH ROOM WAS ALWAYS PAPERED OVER
WIDE CEDAR BOARDS. THE EAST ROOM HAS AN ELEGANT BEADED
CEILING, AND EVIDENCE OF TWO CORNER CLOSETS FROM FLOOR
TO CEILING. COUNTY RECORDS DO NOT INDICATE A DATE FOR THE
HOUSE, BUT IT IS LIKELY TO HAVE BEEN STARTED IN THE LATER
HALF OF THE 19TH CENTURY, PERHAPS AS A TWO-ROOM STRUCTURE.

DOCUMENTATION WAS UNDERTAKEN IN THE SUMMER 1996 BY
FAREENA ABBAS, BRADLEY DAVIS, ANDREW IMMROTH, TOM
MCPEEK, AND KELLI PETERS FOR THE HISTORIC RESOURCES
IMAGING LABORATORY AT TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, DAVID G.
WOODCOCK, FAIA, RIBA, DIRECTOR. THE WORK WAS SUPPORTED
BY THE BURLESON COUNTY CZECH HERITAGE MUSEUM AND THE
HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDING SURVEY.
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OUTBUILDING (SANBORN 1925)

OUTBUILDING COMPOSITE
TILE ROOF (SANBORN 1925)

KEY BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME
LS/CP LIGUSTRUM SINENSE CHINESE PRIVET
LI/CM LAGERSTROEMIA INDICA CREPE MYRTLE
TO/AR THUJA OCCIDENTALIS ARBORVITAE
KP/RT KOELREUTERIA PANICULATA GOLDEN RAIN-TREE
CO/CH CELTIS OCCIDENTALIS COMMON HACKABERRY
CI/PN CARYA ILLINOENSIS PECAN
PP/PH PRUNUS PERSICA PEACH
QR/SO  QUERCUS RETICULATA SHRUB LIVE OAK
............................................................... CURR ENT PROPERTY LlN E
NORTH ARROW FROM SANBORN 1915
0 5 10 20 30 40
FEET 1" = 10' ey e —

FROM U.S.G.S. 1961 CALDWELL QUADRANGLE
UTM REFERENCE 14.721433.3380100 0 12000 48000

METERS 1 120
01 2 3 4 5 10
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NAME AND LOCATION OF STRUCTURE
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